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Principalôs Message 
30 BEETHOVEN AVENUE 

NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS 

02468 

FRANK ZERVAS SCHOOL OFFICE: 617-559-6750 

FAX : 617-552-5546 

Stephen J. Griffin, Principal 

 
September, 2009  
 
Dear Zervas Families,  
 
 I am thrilled to welcome you to the Zervas School community. You are joining an exciting 
environment where we truly believe in the importance of a cooperative partnership between home 
and school. The collaborative e fforts of the Zervas parents and teachers have created a community 
where high academic achievement and commitment to excellence in all areas is an expectation.  

 The Core Values of the Zervas Community, established by staff and parents, make it clear 
how mu ch the Zervas community ñcaresò for its students. We are committed to instilling these core 
values in our students ð Confidence, Cooperation, Academic Achievement, Respect, 
Responsibility, Expectations, and Excellence. Please admire the bulletin board in t he front lobby of 
the school, which beautifully depicts these core values. It is only through a vibrant partnership 
between school and home that we will be successful in instilling these values in our students. By 
working together we can enable all of our students to succeed.  

 The curriculum at Zervas is rich and exciting. Throughout the years our students develop 
their skills as fluent readers with strong understanding and the ability to critically analyze what 
they read. As writers they will learn to writ e clearly, competently, and with style for a variety of 
audiences and purposes. In mathematics, we expect our students to become efficient and accurate 
at computation as they learn to solve complex and intriguing problems. Through their study of 
science an d social studies topics students will expand their knowledge of the world. They will also 
become excellent observers and thinkers as they develop and test hypotheses based on real and 
authentic interactions with the world. We also expect our students to de velop the social skills 
necessary to work well with others, to understand and respect human differences, and to make a 
positive contribution to their school and community. But most of all we hope that students leave 
Zervas with a true love of learning, cur ious about the world, and with the skills and the desire to 
make a positive difference in their school, community, and in the world.  

 This handbook will familiarize you with some of what happens on a daily basis at Zervas 
School. It will also introduce you  to the PTO and the countless ways the PTO supports teaching and 
learning at Zervas. We encourage all families to become actively involved at Zervas. Keep up with 
school activities by reading the PTOôs monthly newsletter, Zervas Notes . Come to as many PTO 
functions as you can and join a PTO Committee. Come to School Site Council meetings, which are 
open to the public. Your childôs educational experience will be enhanced by your involvement. 

 I am very excited about the coming school year, and am eager to ge t to know your children 
and you. I look forward to working with each and every one of you.  

 
 
Steve Griffin  
Principal  



2 

Welcome From the PTO Co - Presidents  

 

WELCOME TO THE ZERVAS SCHOOL!   

  

The Zervas PTO has developed and prepared this handbook to introduce 

families to our schoolôs programs, procedures, and the many rewarding 

avenues for parental involvement. If your family is new to Zervas, we would also like to take this 

opportunity to introduce you to the Zervas PTO. The Zervas PTO is committed to promoting the core 

values that guide the school and enhancing the education of our children. Our efforts primarily focus on 

three areas: 

 Strengthening a sense of community. From welcoming coffees to an end-of-year picnic, 

activities organized by the various PTO committees bring Zervas families together. The focus on 

our core values of Confidence, Cooperation, Academic Achievement, Respect, Responsibility, 

Expectations, and Excellence are highlighted throughout the year. 

 Harnessing the energy, expertise, and enthusiasm of parents who want to volunteer in the 

school. In PTO activities, you can contribute directly to the quality of your childôs experience at 

Zervas. We encourage and welcome your involvement. You can find more information about the 

PTOôs various committees on page 18 of this handbook. If you see something that interests you, 

please call or e-mail the committeeôs chairperson. She or he will be happy to hear from you. 

 Raising money to support the school and to provide important programs. The funds raised 

annually are dedicated to Creative Arts and Sciences programming, special grants for teachers, 

the acquisition of books and materials for the Zervas library, equipment for science education, 

information technology for the classrooms, and much-needed supplies. The PTO holds 

community events throughout the year, including school picnics, Destination Dinner, the 

Halloween Dance, an International Dinner, Winter Auction, Classroom Clean Up Day, and the 

Zervas Spring Fair. A list of these events can be found on page 28. 

Our first PTO general meeting will take place in October. Please check the calendar at the end of the end 

book for date and time. At that time, we will discuss program ideas for the year and vote on the budget 

proposed by the PTO board last spring.  

We look forward to working with you during the school year. Please check the PTO website 

(www.zervaspto.org) for answers to frequently asked questions, updated information on PTO activities, 

key PTO documents, and our event calendar. If you have questions, comments, or suggestions, please 

send us email at pto@zervaspto.org or call us at the numbers shown below. 

We hope that your family has a terrific year at Zervas! 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Josh Weiss Caroline Wilson      

PTO Co-President PTO Co-President 

(617) 969-5926 (617) 467-4641 

jweiss1022@gmail.com  cwilsonsemail@gmail.com 

  

http://www.zervaspto.org/
mailto:pto@zervaspto.org
mailto:jweiss1022@gmail.com
mailto:cwilsonsemail@gmail.com
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Kindergarten Life  

A LOOK AT YOUR CHILDôS DAY é.AND A YEAR FILLED WITH GROWTH & LEARNING 

Arrival  

First Bell ï 8:20  
The school doors open at 8:20 a.m. each morning (first bell). Upon arrival, children put 

lunches, snacks, coats, and other possessions into lockers outside their classrooms. At the 

beginning of the school year, kindergartners are usually escorted by a parent or guardian into 

the classroom. This is encouraged until your child feels comfortable entering the classroom on his or her 

own. Teachers appreciate a speedy good-bye. If you require an earlier drop-off, the Zervas After School 

Program (ZASP) offers a before-school Breakfast Program, beginning at 7:00 a.m. The cost is $10/day. 

Contact Mike Shuley at 617-965-2655 or zervasasp@aol.com for information.  

Second Bell ï 8:35  
Once in their classroom, kindergartners settle into an informal activity (free play). Structured classroom 

activities begin at 8:35 a.m. (second bell) with the school-wide recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance, 

followed by Morning Meeting. Your child should be settled in the classroom before the second bell. 

The School Day  
The school day is comprised of both structured and unstructured activities. When children 

gather together for Morning Meeting, they make a weather chart, share news, and discuss the 

dayôs schedule. Each day, the children have language arts and math experiences, snack time, 

free play (blocks, housekeeping, painting, or writing) and ï weather permitting ï outdoor 

play. The science and social studies curriculum is also woven into the weekôs plans. Your kindergartner 

will regularly attend ñspecialsò (art, library, music, and physical education classes taught by faculty 

specialists other than their classroom teacher). 

You will receive a schedule of ñspecialsò during the first week of school. Your kindergartnerôs class will 

attend these morning classes at the same time and day of week for the entire school year. Remind your 

child of the dayôs highlights each morning ï thatôs a good way to help him or her learn the new routine. 

That routine should also affect what your child wears or takes to school on any given day. For instance, 

comfortable clothes and rubber-soled shoes should be worn on ñP.E. Day.ò Thereôs usually a book to 

pack for return on ñLibrary Day.ò And, though the children wear smocks, ñArt Dayò is a good time to 

wear clothing that can stand an accidental splatter of paint. 

Dismissal  
Each kindergarten class is divided into an ñAò and ñBò section. From September 4

th
 to September 28

th
, 

all kindergarteners will be released daily at 12:20. 

Beginning October 1st, the ñAò Group will attend until 2:50 p.m. (kindergartners await pick-up 10 

minutes before the general school bell at 3 p.m.) on Mondays and Wednesdays.  

Beginning October 5th, the ñBò group will attend until 2:50 p.m. on Thursdays and Fridays.  

ALL kindergartners are released at 12:20 (10 minutes prior to the entire school population) each 

Tuesday, when the rest of the school is released at 12:30.  

For more information on dismissal procedures, see ñDrop-offs, Pick-up and Parkingò on page 13. 

mailto:zervasasp@aol.com
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Parent/Guardian Pick-up: At dismissal, kindergarten children should be met at the side door near the 

younger childrenôs playground. Children are dismissed by their teacher and are released only to an 

authorized person. Write a note to the classroom teacher if someone other than a parent/guardian will 

pick up your child. If you are late for pick-up at the side door, your child will be escorted to the main 

office to wait for you. 

Bus: Staff will escort kindergartners going home by bus to a supervised boarding area. To make changes 

in your childôs bus routine, please send a note (see ñChanges in Regular Bus Routine,ò page 9). 

ZASP: A Zervas After School Program (ZASP) teacher picks up at their classroom kindergartners who 

attend ZASP. Many children attend the popular ZASP Kindergarten Program, which runs Mondays, 

Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays from dismissal until 3:00 p.m., and Tuesdays until 4:00 p.m. 

Kindergartners can also register for the regular ZASP, which is available from 3:00 p.m. (12:30 on 

Tuesdays) until 6:00 p.m. daily. See page 17 for more details on ZASP.  

Early Release Days  
As noted above, every Tuesday is a school-wide early release day (an exception may be made for 

statewide MCAS testing ï you will be informed of this ñswitchò day later in the year). New families 

should also note that there will also be seven early release Thursdays during the 2009-2010 school year, 

they are: October 22, November 25 (noon), December 10, February 4, March 18, May 6, and June 17. 

On these professional development days for faculty, all students, including Kindergarten Group B, will 

be dismissed at 12:20. ZASP provides a special afternoon program on early release days. Students not 

enrolled in ZASP may request placement on a first-come, first-served basis, space permitting. 

Other Highlights of Kindergarten  
Throughout the year, special classroom activities include reading Big Books, creating self-portraits, 

hatching ladybugs, growing narcissus bulbs, writing books, hosting special visitors, and introducing and 

celebrating multi-cultural holidays. There will also be classroom ñcurriculum sharesò, creative arts 

performances, Science Week presentations, and assemblies. (Note: Due to the lack of space in our 

gymnasium, some assemblies may not have space for parents to attend). 

Journal  
     At the beginning of kindergarten, each child is given a black, hardcover journal. Each week, 

your child will write a journal entry, recording things such as family activities, special holiday 

celebrations, and stories about family, school, or favorite activities. Children keep their 

journals through first grade, documenting their experiences and their evolving talents in 

writing and self-expression. These journals become a source of pride for the children, 

eventually going home at the end of first grade as treasured keepsakes. You are encouraged to review 

your childôs journal with him or her at ñcurriculum sharesò and on curriculum night. 

Reading Buddies  
As part of the ñReading Buddyò program, every kindergartner is partnered with an older Zervas student, 

usually from the fourth grade. The older and younger classes meet together once a week to read, work on 

projects, and share thoughts and experiences. Reading Buddies often become special friends and mentors 

of our kindergarten children, creating a bond thatôs valuable to both. In the first weeks of school, your 

kindergartner is bound to shout out, ñThatôs my Reading Buddy!ò to the delight of a proud fourth-grader. 
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The Specials  

ART, LIBRARY, MUSIC & PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Beginning in kindergarten, your child will receive instruction from specialists other than their classroom 

teacher. This specialized instruction progresses through each grade. 

Art  
Art class meets once a week. Students will explore line, shape, color, and texture through paint, 

paper, ceramics, and other media. The children are encouraged to express themselves, discover 

the joy of creativity, and extend the boundaries of their familiarity with the arts. Stories and 

music stimulate creativity and involve children in the expression of their art. Kindergartners are asked to 

bring in their own smock. 

Library  

Each week, K-3 classes visit the library for thirty minutes. Grades 4 and 5 visit the library 

every other week for forty-five minutes. During this time, the librarian might read a story or 

talk about books or library life, such as the parts of a published book, how to care for books, or 

where to find books on certain topics. At the end of the period, children may check out books, with the 

help of parent volunteers. Students are expected to be responsible for their borrowed books and return 

them to school by the next library period. 

Music  
The music teacher teaches classes for a thirty-minute block each week. This session 

incorporates vocal and instrumental music as well as storytelling to help children enjoy and 

appreciate the music of the world. In later grades, Zervas students learn to play the recorder 

(Grade 3), receive instrumental instruction (Grade 4), and attend chorus and band (Grade 5). 

Physical Education  
All classes meet with the physical education teacher twice a week for thirty-minute classes. 

Physical Education is an important part of a childôs overall education. Classes are designed to 

teach fundamental motor skills, sequential gross motor activities, physical fitness, and social 

skills.  

What To Bring  

Special Clothing and Equipment  
Kindergartners are asked bring a smock (to be left in their lockers) for art class. It is also helpful to keep 

an extra set of clothes in the locker for emergencies. All students need rubber-soled shoes for P.E. A pair 

may be kept in their lockers. Because children go out every day (except for extreme cold or rain), it is 

important that they have appropriate outerwear for winter weather. Snow pants and warm boots are 

recommended. Please label or mark all belongings with your childôs name. 
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Supplies  
Teachers usually send home a list of supplies prior to the start of the school year. Additional 

donations of supplies such as tissues, antibacterial soap, or other classroom basics are 

usually appreciated. School-wide wish lists will be published from time to time.  

Snack  
Students have snack every day, mid-morning. Teachers suggest that parents pack a healthy drink 

and snack in a bag separately from lunch, labeled ñSnack,ò so children avoid eating lunch at 

snack time. Snacks and lunches should be packaged so children can manage to open them by 

themselves. Because of a growing number of children with life-threatening food allergies, you may be 

asked not to send in certain foods. More information and the Newton Schools policy can be found at 

www.newton.k12.ma.us. 

Lunch  
Children may bring their lunch from home or purchase a school lunch. Milk or juice may also be 

purchased a la carte. Orders are placed in advance using a form that is distributed monthly. All 

students in grades 1-5 have lunch at school on Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. 

Kindergartners attending in the afternoon have lunch either in their classroom on their (A or B) groupôs 

ñlongò days or with the Zervas After School Program (ZASP). As with snacks, classrooms used by 

children with life-threatening food allergies may request that certain foods not be brought into the 

classroom. 

Parent/School Commun ication  

Even a child who has had prior experiences in other school settings may find the transition to 

kindergarten and/or a new school demanding. A child may feel shy, angry, under-challenged, or 

overwhelmed. If such feelings emerge, remember that you and your childôs teachers share a common 

goal: to find the right ingredients and environment for your child to have a successful school experience. 

The best advice is to let the teacher know immediately if a concern arises so both school and home can 

work together to provide help, support, and encouragement. If the teacher notices a problem, you can be 

sure that he or she will be in touch. Teachers are happy to talk with you about your child when all is 

well, too.  

Conferences  

Informal Conferences  
If you wish to speak to your childôs teacher, it is best to call during the school day and leave a specific 

message, or send a note with your child explaining the reasons why a conference might be necessary. 

Notes may also be left in the teacherôs mailbox in the main office. You may e-mail your teacher if he or 

she has let the class know that this is one of the ways they wish to communicate with parents. Written 

communications give a teacher the chance to confer with other faculty, if appropriate, and respond to you 

in a timely fashion. If you need more than a telephone conversation, you should arrange an appointment 

to meet your childôs teacher at a mutually convenient time. Phone calls made to the main office after 3 

p.m. are picked up the following morning. 

http://www.newton.k12.ma.us/
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Formal Co nferences  
Every parent is invited to an individual conference in November and March. The purpose of the 

conference is to discuss your childôs academic and social progress. 

Progress Reports  

End-of -January and June Progress Report  
This report is sent home in backpacks and includes a detailed checklist of skills and concepts 

that kindergarten children have observed. Curriculum standards are also reflected. Teachers add 

written comments in their assessments about student progress. You will be asked to sign a 

receipt acknowledgement for this report. Conferences do not normally take place at this time. 

Next Yearôs Placement 
In the middle of May, you will receive a form regarding your childôs placement for the next 

year. You will be requested to share your insights about the educational and social 

environment that best challenges and supports your child. The teachers use this information 

and their insights to form next yearôs classes. Usually, in June, students will visit the next gradeôs 

classrooms with their teachers. You will be informed of your childôs new class assignment by mail 

sometime during the summer after school is out. 

Staying Informed  

From informal e-mails to school-wide events, both the school and PTO will keep you informed of news 

and happenings via various channels throughout the year.  

Welcome Reception  

During the first week of school, parents new to Zervas are invited to a coffee get-together in 

our ñNature Classroomò (in front of the school) after taking their children to the classrooms. 

This is an ideal time for parents to meet other families in the community. 

Zervas Notes  
Zervas Notes is a monthly publication containing information about school and community 

activities, including a reminder of upcoming meetings and events. The current issue is posted 

online in a password-protected document and sent home in hard copy with your child. We 

assume a family wants to get a hard copy of Zervas Notes, but you may request to opt out of paper and 

just receive by email the link and access information for each issue.  Send your opt out requests to 

NoPaperNotes@zervaspto.org. Submissions to Zervas Notes are due by 3 p.m. on the Friday before 

publication: either drop off a hard copy of your item at the school office or, preferably, email it to 

notes@zervaspto.org. Zervas Notes accepts ads from our families as well as for commercial and non-

profit services related to our children's education and extracurricular activities. 

Z-Mail  
Families may sign up to receive e-mail reminders from the PTO regarding upcoming events 

and current news. Z-Mail will come with a weekly update and is also used to communicate 

urgent messages such as snow closings or changes in event plans.  

mailto:NoPaperNotes@zervaspto.org
mailto:notes@zervaspto.org
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Other Announcements, Notices, and Web Resources  

The bulletin board outside of the school office posts minutes from PTO and School Council 

meetings. Community information is also posted there and on the message board on Beethoven 

Ave. in front of the school. Other announcements and notices will be sent home with your child in 

his or her class folder. Because of the widespread availability of e-mail and Internet access within our 

school community, the PTO, in particular, increasingly uses electronic communication when 

appropriate. The Newton Public Schools posts many items of interest at www.newton.k12.ma.us. 

                                              Zervas PTO Website  ----------------------------------------  www.zervaspto.org   

                                              Newton Public Schools --------------------------------- www.newton.k12.ma.us  

NewTV  
Our local cable access channel regularly cablecasts the Newton School Committee meetings, as well as 

other programming highlighting events and happenings in the Newton Public Schools. School 

Committee meetings are cablecast live, September to June on the second and fourth Monday of each 

month at 7:30 p.m., except during school vacation weeks and Monday holidays (held the next day). 

Meetings are replayed at 8 a.m., Monday through Friday; at midnight from Tuesday through Friday; and 

at 7:30 p.m., Saturday and Sunday. For updated schedules, check the NewTV website a 

www.newtv.org/govtmeetings.html. 

Curriculum Night  
Each fall, parents are invited to their childôs classroom where the teacher explains the curriculum and 

answers general questions about the year. Teachers also use this opportunity to inform parents of 

expectations, policies, and procedures unique to their classroom. Parents may look at materials in the 

room as well as their childôs work. Curriculum Night is not intended for discussion of individual 

children or their progress. If necessary, these discussions should occur by special arrangement with the 

teacher or at the regularly scheduled conference in the fall. 

During the evening, the school principal also addresses parents and introduces all the faculty specialists, 

who briefly describe their roles at the school. Please note that these evenings are designed for parents to 

attend without their children. This yearôs Curriculum Night will be held in September. Parents of 

students in grades 3-5 will meet in their classroom from 6:45pm to 7:30pm. There will be a whole 

school community meeting in the gym from 7:30pm to 8:00pm. Students in grades K to 2 will meet in 

classrooms from 8:00pm to 8:45pm. 

Princi palôs Coffee 
 The Principalôs Coffee is a monthly morning forum with Principal Steve Griffin. The co-

presidents of the PTO usually attend. The goal is to provide an informal opportunity to 

exchange thoughts or information. The principal may choose to address a topic he feels is of 

particular relevance or concern to the general school community. The dates are announced in Zervas 

Notes and ZMail. 

http://www.newton.k12.ma.us/
http://www.zervaspto.org/
http://www.newton.k12.ma.us/
http://www.newtv.org/govtmeetings.html
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Other Procedures & Policies  

Permission Notes (Kindergarten and First Grade)  
Your child should bring a signed note to school if he or she will be going home with someone who is not 

on a pre-authorized form. This is very important, since your childôs teacher will release your child only 

to a parent or regularly authorized guardian unless authorized in writing. 

Absences , Late Arrival and Callbacks  
In the event your child is sick or will be absent or late, you should call the schoolôs special 

phone number 617-559-6760 before school begins. Leave a message with the following 

information once the recorded message ends: 

 1. Date of absence/late arrival 

 2. Childôs name 

 3. Teacherôs name 

 4. Reason for absence/late arrival 

The purpose of this process is to check on the safety of students. If your child does not arrive at school 

and the school has not heard from you, the school secretary will call you at home or work to check on 

your childôs whereabouts. The callback message machine is on 24 hours a day. Children arriving to 

school late must sign in at the school office before going to their classroom. In the case of an anticipated 

absence, such as an appointment or vacation, please notify your childôs teacher in writing in advance. 

Vacation Homework  
If your child will miss school for a significant amount of time, please let the teacher know before you 

leave. We strongly discourage students missing school for any reason other than illness. Please be aware 

that teachers cannot accommodate requests for homework packets in advance. Missed homework will 

need to be made up upon return. 

Lost & Found  
The Lost & Found is located in a storage bench opposite the bulletin board at the main entrance to the 

school. Valuable items that are found should be brought/retrieved from the school secretary, in the 

school office. 

Transportation  

Bus Transportation  
Students are eligible for bus transportation if they live more than one mile from school. If a 

child is on crutches and has no way to get to school, or if a child has a severe physical 

handicap, an application can be made for city-supplied transportation. A physicianôs statement 

must accompany the application. Forms and details are available from the school secretary. 

Changes in Regular Bus Routine  
If your child regularly rides the school bus, you must notify the office in writing of any changes or 

exceptions to their routine. For example, if your child will not ride the bus on a particular day or will get 

off at a different stop with a friend, please send a signed note with your child. The Newton Public 
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Schools does allow occasional guest riders, for play dates and the like, but a note is required from both 

students. 

Early Pick -Up 
If you wish to pick up your child before the end of their school day, you must write a note 

to your childôs teacher containing the date and requested pick-up time. Your child will be 

waiting for you in the school office for pick-up and sign-out. 

School Closings or Delayed Openings  
The Newton Public Schoolôs website ï www.newton.k12.ma.us ï will post emergency and snow 

information. Please do not call the school for information. Phone lines need to remain open. 

Newton now uses an automatic calling system to inform you of school closings or delayed opening. You 

will receive a phone call at the number you provided on the yellow contact sheets you will fill out at the 

beginning of the year.  

Information about school closings or delayed openings due to inclement weather is also broadcast over 

several area radio stations, including WBZ, WHDH, WILD, WNTN, and WRKO on the AM dial; and 

MIX (98.5) on the FM dial. Area TV stations that carry this information include channels 4, 5, and 7. 

You may also find this information on a number of news station web sites such as 

thebostonchannel.com. 

The Newton Schools provides an informational hotline at 617-559-9699. Please note that it is not the 

Newton Schools policy to dismiss school early for inclement weather. 

Health  

Questions and concerns regarding your childôs health, medical conditions or medications 

should be directed to the school nurse. Stop by the Zervas Health Room or call Melissa 

Hubbard, R.N., at 617-559-6755. More information on health policies, identifying and 

treating head lice and a downloadable medication permission form can be found at: 

      www.ci.newton.ma.us/health/school_health.htm  

Illness at School  
As specified in the citywide "policies and procedures" handbook, you should keep your child at home for 

their own welfare and for the protection of others, if he or she has: 

 A fever over 100 degrees during the past 24 hours 

 A cold in the active stages 

 A sore throat and/or swollen neck glands 

 An undiagnosed rash or skin eruptions 

 Vomiting or diarrhea within the past 24 hours 

 Head lice that havenôt been treated. 

The school nurse will determine whether your child should be sent home because of an illness or 

condition that begins during school hours. Please do not send your child to school when you suspect a 

http://www.newton.k12.ma.us/
http://www.ci.newton.ma.us/health/school_health.htm
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fever, rash, or other signs of illness. Since accidents can happen, the school secretary must have at least 

three local telephone numbers of friends or neighbors who might be reached in the event that you are not 

home in an emergency. These numbers must be on file in the school office. 

Medication for Students during School Hours  
Every attempt should be made to give your child needed medication before or after school. If 

medications must be administered at school or during authorized field trips, it must be done under 

direct and written orders from a licensed physician and with the parentôs written permission. 

Forms are available in the nurseôs office or online. Medication must be brought to school in the original 

container provided by the pharmacist. 

The school nurse, when present, has general and overall responsibility for the administration of 

medication and for the implementation of these procedures. Designated school personnel will administer 

certain medications to your child under the supervision of the school nurse. 

Head Lice  
Head Lice are a common problem among school children. If you find that your child has them, please 

notify the school nurse so that preventive measures can be taken. If you are unsure of whether your child 

has lice or do not know how to treat the condition, please inform the nurse so that instructions on how to 

identify and treat lice will be given. Information is also available online at 

www.ci.newton.ma.us/health/school_health.htm.   

Children who have been identified as having head lice are excluded from school until they are treated. 

School-wide lice checks occur periodically, as needed. These dates will be pre-announced. To assist the 

parent volunteers making the checks, please wash your childôs hair the night before. Hair that is loose 

and unbraided is easiest to check. 

Food Allergies  
Zervas Elementary School, in keeping with the Newton School Committee policy statement, will set 

age-appropriate guidelines to minimize the risk of exposure to harmful allergens for students with life-

threatening food allergies so that they can participate fully in school activities. The Newton Public 

Schools Life-Threatening Food Allergy Guidelines will be followed with individualization, where 

appropriate.  The Food Allergy policy statement is printed below: 

It is the policy of the Newton School Committee to set age-appropriate guidelines for students and schools within the 

Newton system that minimize the risk for children with life-threatening food allergies (LTA) to be exposed to offending 

allergens that may trigger a life-threatening reaction. Such guidelines shall include: building-based general medical 

emergency plans, life threatening food allergy emergency plans, individual healthcare plans for all students diagnosed with 

LTA, appropriate training of staff, availability on site of medical equipment for quick response to life-threatening allergic 

reactions, and such other guidelines that will ensure that students with LTA can participate fully in school activities without 

undue fear of harm from exposure to life-threatening food allergens. 

It is the School Committeeôs expectation that specific building-based guidelines/actions will take into account the health 

needs and well-being of all children without discrimination or isolation of any child. It is the School Committeeôs belief that 

education and open and informative communication are vital for the creation of an environment with reduced risks for all 

students and their families. In order to assist children with LTA to assume more individual responsibility for maintaining their 

safety as they grow, it is the policy of the School Committee that the guidelines shift as children advance through the primary 

grades and through secondary school. 

Newton School Committee -- May 10, 2004 

http://www.ci.newton.ma.us/health/school_health.htm
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The Food Allergy Guidelines may be found at  

http://www.newton.k12.ma.us/pdf/Life%20Threatening%20Food%20Allergies.pdf  

Life-Threatening Food Allergies Guidelines can be found in The Rights & Responsibility Handbook on 

page 22.  The Rights & Responsibility Handbook is at 

www.newton.k12.ma.us/schoolcommittee/documents_archives/policies.html.      

Safety  

Building Security  
Visitors must check in at the school office, sign in, and pick up a visitorôs badge. Any adult 

without a badge will be asked to check in at the office. If you wish to bring something to your 

child during school hours, please take it to the office. If your child is to be dismissed early, 

please meet him/her in the office. The office will call the classroom to have your child come and meet 

you. 

All doors except the front door will be locked at 8:15 a.m. All doors can be opened from the inside of 

the school to allow exit to the outside. School dismissal of children is conducted through the front and 

side doors. We ask that parents wait outside. During inclement weather, parents may enter through the 

front door. We urge parents not to block the hallways because it makes it difficult and unsafe to pass. 

The front door will remain open during and after school until 4:00 p.m. Please use only the front door to 

enter the school after 8:15 a.m. 

The back parking lot door will be locked from 8:15 a.m. on. Please do not drop off or pick up your child 

from the back parking lot door. However, after 4:00 p.m. ZASP children can be picked up at the back 

door near the ZASP office. 

The gate between Cold Spring Park and the Zervas playground will be locked. The playground is 

therefore not accessible from Cold Spring. There is a path leading from Cold Spring to our parking lot. 

Evacuation  
In the event of an evacuation, the Zervas School will travel on foot or by bus to the Windsor Club, 1601 

Beacon Street in Waban Center. For directions, refer to the map on the inside back cover of this 

Handbook. All emergency information, including medical, travels with us. Once children have arrived at 

the emergency location, teachers and parent volunteers will begin notifying parents of pickup 

instructions. You will be informed of sign-out procedures when you arrive at the location and we ask 

that you adhere to them, however cumbersome, to help make certain that we account for all the children. 

CORI Checks for Parent Volunteers  
Criminal Offender Record Information (CORI) checks are required for all parents volunteering in the 

school. The Commonwealth of Massachusetts requires all schools to conduct criminal background 

checks (CORI) on current and prospective employees, volunteers, school transportation providers, and 

others who may have direct and unmonitored contact with children. If you authorized a background 

check last year, it will not be necessary to repeat this process, as it is good for three years. If not, this 

http://www.newton.k12.ma.us/pdf/Life%20Threatening%20Food%20Allergies.pdf
http://www.newton.k12.ma.us/
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form must be completed by each parent who plans to volunteer and returned to the office. An 

authorization form will be sent home in September. If you plan to volunteer in the classroom or go on 

field trips, please fill it out and return it to the main office.  

Dogs on the Playground  
Dogs should not be on the playgrounds when Zervas students are present. Both the 

Newton Dept. of Public Health and the school system request that families not bring them 

to school. 

Bicycles & Scooters  
Riding of bicycles and scooters unattended is allowed only for fourth and fifth graders who 

have completed Bicycle Safety Day, which includes a trial ride through the neighborhood 

with a police officer and parent chaperones. Bikes should be walked on the school grounds 

and locked with a bike lock. Helmets are required. Younger students may ride a bicycle or scooter to if 

school if the student is accompanied by an adult and wears a protective helmet.  

Drop - Offs, Pick - Ups, & Parking  

Whenever possible, we encourage families and children to walk to school. If you must drive, 

please follow Blue Zone protocols for the safety of all children and as a courtesy to other 

parents and the schoolôs neighbors. 

The Blue Zone  

The Blue Zone, located directly in front of the school on Beethoven Avenue, is clearly marked with 

signs and with blue paint on the curb. It was created to alleviate traffic build-up on Beethoven and to 

provide for the safe arrival and departure of all students. Although walking to and from school is 

strongly encouraged, those parents who drive their children are urged to drop off and pick up in the Blue 

Zone. 

How to Use the Blue Zone  
 Approach the school by coming north on Beethoven (toward Beacon). 

 Pull up as far as possible to make more room for cars pulling in behind.  

 Pull close to the curb. Remember, room must remain for two lanes of traffic on Beethoven, not 

including the Blue Zone lane. 

 Children should exit the car on the sidewalk side only. 

 Do not get out of your car except for a true emergency! 

 Make sure your child can open and close the car door without assistance. 

 Drop off or pick up your child quickly and then leave.  

 Plan Blue Zone pickups with your children. Discourage them from heading to the playground or 

lingering at their lockers instead of looking for you in the Blue Zone. There is no standing. If 

your child is not there, please go around the block ï do not wait in the Blue Zone. Come around 

again or park in a non-Blue Zone area so that you can get out and look for your passengers. 

 Donôt come to school for Blue Zone pick-up sooner than your child will be ready. Students 

typically donôt arrive at the Blue Zone until 3:05. 
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Please model positive behavior for 

our children by following these rules 

and being respectful of other parents, 

the crossing guard, and parent 

volunteers who may be directing 

traffic. The Newton Police will ticket 

cars that are parked in the Blue Zone 

when they shouldnôt be. 

No-Parking Times  
There is no parking in the Blue 

Zoneé 

 30 minutes before school 

starts 

 60 minutes before school ends 

 30 minutes after school ends. 

Other Parking Policies  
Please observe the following 

parking/traffic flow policies: 

 Do not turn around or park in 

the school driveway. 

 Do not drop off or pick up 

your child on the opposite 

side of Beethoven. This area 

is designated ñNo Parkingò 

during school hours. 

 Do not drop off or pick up 

your child at the faculty 

parking lot door or in the 

driveway area. 

 Do not park between the 

Zervas driveway and Beacon 

Street or make a U-turn in 

front of the school. 

 Do not drive through or park 

in the Zervas parking lot 

between 8:00 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. 

Crossing Guard Information  
Crossing guards are stationed at the intersection of Beacon Street and Evelyn Road/ Beethoven Road and 

at the intersection of Woodward Avenue and Beethoven Road. Their scheduled times are as follows: 

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday  Tuesday  

7:50 a.m. - 8:35 a.m. 7:50 a.m. - 8:35 a.m. 

3:00 p.m. - 3:45 p.m. 12:30 p.m. - 1:15 p.m. 

 


